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A  DIORAMA  OF  THE  HARVEST. 


The  word  Diorama  is  one  which  many  persons  who 
read  this  may  not  understand.  It  is  however  the 
only  word  which  has  been  invented  to  express  just 
the  very  thing  intended  ;  and  therefore  no  other  can 
be  made  use  of  for  the  present  purpose :  but  this 
difficult  word  can  be  made  easy  by  a  simple  expla- 
nation. 

There  is  a  very  clever  way  of  painting  pictures 
and  placing  them  before  the  eye,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  objects  seem  to  have  very  different  appear- 
ances at  different  times ;  by  making  the  light  fall  in 
particular  directions  on  particular  parts,  and  by 
sometimes  throwing  out  more  light,  and  sometimes 
less.  The  things  painted  always  bear  the  same 
shape,  and  have  the  same  outline ;  but  when  seen  in 
one  point  of  view,  and  under  the  power  of  some 
light,  they  bring  very  different  thoughts  into  the 
mind  from  those  which  are  suggested  by  the  same 
objects  in  the  picture  when  seen  in  another  point  of 


May  every  person  who  reads  this  Tract  find  a  bless- 
ing in  it ;  and  that  he  may  do  so,  he  had  better 
begin  by  saying, 

O  God,  for  Jesus    Christ's  sake, 

give  me  the  Holy  Spirit, 
that  I  may  profit  by  whatever 

is  good  in  this  Tract. 


A  DIOEAMA  OF  THE  HARVEST, 


The  word  Diorama  is  one  which  many  persons  who 
read  this  may  not  understand.  It  is  however  the 
only  word  which  has  been  invented  to  express  just 
the  very  thing  intended  ;  and  therefore  no  other  can 
be  made  use  of  for  the  present  purpose :  but  this 
difficult  word  can  be  made  easy  by  a  simple  expla- 
nation. 

There  is  a  very  clever  way  of  painting  pictures 
and  placing  them  before  the  eye,  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  objects  seem  to  have  very  different  appear- 
ances at  different  times ;  by  making  the  light  fall  in 
particular  directions  on  particular  parts,  and  by 
sometimes  throwing  out  more  light,  and  sometimes 
less.  The  things  painted  always  bear  the  same 
shape,  and  have  the  same  outline ;  but  when  seen  in 
one  point  of  view,  and  under  the  power  of  some 
light,  they  bring  very  different  thoughts  into  the 
mind  from  those  which  are  suggested  by  the  same 
objects  in  the  picture  when  seen  in  another  point  of 


view,  and  under  the  power  of  different  light.  Now 
a  picture  so  painted  and  presented  to  the  eye  is 
called  a  Diorama. 

Go  into  the  fields  during  Harvest-time,  and  a 
living  picture  is  presented  all  around  you,  which  can 
hardly  fail  of  drawing  your  attention.  The  ripening 
wheat,  growing  from  a  light  yellow  colour  into  a 
deeper  brown,  seem  to  paint  the  sides  of  the  hills  in 
patches  of  gold ;  set  off  in  a  greater  beauty  by  the 
contrast  of  the  bright  green  meadows,  or  turnip- 
fields,  and  the  rich  red  of  the  clover  fields,  which 
begin  to  shew  their  second  blossoms.  The  lightest 
air  that  blows  leaves  its  mark  along  the  waving 
wheat,  and  makes  the  fields  shine,  dazzling  the  eye 
and  giving  a  liveliness  to  the  whole  country.  Then 
see  the  long  lanes  that  the  harvest-men  are  making, 
as  they  reap  straight  across  the  corn,  and  the  women 
behind  them  dotting  their  broad  tracts  with  rows  of 
sheaves.  All  this  makes  a  beautiful  picture,  and  an 
interesting  one.  It  is  the  yearly  representation  of 
God's  bounty,  painted  by  himself  over  the  whole 
earth.  He  promised  after  the  flood  that  he  would 
do  this  (Gen.  viii.  22);  and  more  than  four  thousand 
times  since  that  has  he  kept  his  promise.  He  does 
this  not  only  to  supply  us  with  necessary  food,  but 
also  to  bring  the  remembrance  of  Himself,  and  of 
his  goodness,  to  our  minds,  in  a  plain  and  striking 
way  every  year.     (Acts  xiv.  17.) 

When  we  see  this  beautiful  picture,  painted  in  a 
lively  manner  before  our  eyes,  does  it  "  witness'*  to 


us  concerning  God's  great  goodness  and  mercy  .' 
Does  it  call  to  our  remembrance  how  He  has  given 
us  qur  daily  bread  ever  since  we  were  born?  Does 
it  make  us  thankful  ? 

Such  ought  to  be  the  effect  of  the  picture  in  its 
plainness  and  simplicity  :  when  seen  by  the  light  of 
the  sun  the  objects  themselves  should  suggest  th 
thoughts,  even  to  the  natural  heart  of  the  dullest 
human  being.  (Rom.  i.  20.)  But,  by  the  wisdom 
of  God,  this  plain  picture  has  been  turned  into  a 
diorama  when  it  rises  before  a  christian's  eye. 

To  arrange  any  picture  for  a  diorama,  different 
lights  and  lamps  are  needed  ;  which,  when  properly 
placed,  change  the  appearance  of  the  objects  and 
make  them  give  rise  to  a  great  variety  of  thoughts, 
besides  those  which  naturally  come  to  the  mind  on 
first  seeing  the  things  as  they  are  painted.  Now 
God's  word  is  a  "  lamp  unto  our  feet,  and  a  light 
unto  our  path"  (Psa.  cxix.  105,  130);  and  "the 
commandment  is  a  lamp,  and  the  law  is  light." 
(Prov.  vi  23.)  The  gospel  is  also  called  "  light." 
(2  Cor.  iv.  4.  See  also  Psa.  xix.  8  ;  xliii.  3.  2  Pet. 
i.  19.)  Every  separate  portion  of  Scripture  written 
for  our  instruction,  may  be  used  as  a  separate  light ; 
a  lamp,  or  candle  (as  it  is  in  the  margin.)  When 
these  spiritual  lamps  are  properly  placed,  so  as  to 
cast  the  light  in  different  directions  upon  the  Harvest 
picture,  painted  every  year  by  God  himself  upon  the 
earth,  it  becomes  a  beautiful  and  varied  diorama ; 
suggesting  a  number  of  different  thoughts,  and 
important  applications.     These  spiritual  lights,  how- 


ever,  require  a  spiritual  eye  :  none  other  will  be  able 
to  perceive  the  effect ;  for  we  are  expressly  told, 
such  things  must  be  spiritually  discerned.  (1  Cor. 
ii.  14.) 

I.  To  produce  the  first  dioramic  change  in  the 
harvest-picture,  we  must  bring  forward  those  lights 
of  Scripture  which  are  found  in  Matthew  xiii.  1 — 9, 
18—23.  Mark  iv.  1—9,  14—20.  Luke  viii.  4—8, 
11 — 15.  Isaiah  lv.  8 — 11.  When  these  are  con- 
sidered in  a  proper  point  of  view,  we  look  upon  the 
wheat  gathering  in,  and  it  becomes  a  picture  repre- 
senting the  word  of  God  ;  which  has  been  written 
on  purpose  to  be  received  into  our  hearts,  in  the 
same  way  that  the  seed-corn  was  received  into  the 
earth,  in  order  that  it  might  bring-  forth  the  harvest. 
In  the  course  of  the  sowing-time  many  seeds  fell 
upon  that  public  path,  which  crosses  the  field  there, 
but  before  they  could  get  into  the  trodden  earth,  the 
birds  came  and  plucked  them  up,  and  flew  away 
with  them.  Many  a  word  of  truth  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  heart,  hardened  by  worldliness  and  selfish- 
ness, which  Satan  has  driven  out  before  it  caught 
the  attention,  or  influenced  the  affections.  Look  at 
that  thin  place  in  the  middle  of  the  field,  close  by 
the  gravel-pit,  the  seed  was  cast  there  as  well  as 
over  the  other  parts  of  the  land,  and  the  early  blade 
was  as  green  and  full  as  the  rest  :  but  the  roots 
came  against  the  stones,  and  the  early  blade 
withered  ;  and  see,  there  is  not  a  handful  worth 
gathering  now  in  that  spot.      How  many  a  powerful 


sermon  has  made  Christ  appear  very  precious  at  the 
time  ;  but  presently  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief, 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  has  found 
no  room  for  the  things  of  Christ;  and  with  all  the 
supposed  feelings,  and  religious  impressions,  the 
poor  creature  is  but  a  worldling  after  all.  Then 
observe  under  the  edge,  and  in  the  corner  of  the 
field,  a  rank  bed  of  thistles,  and  here  and  there 
some  bushes  of  thorns  ;  but  no  corn.  The  seed  was 
spread  over  that  place  too;  but  the  thorns  had  got 
hold  of  the  ground,  and  sprang  up  first,  and  grew 
the  fastest,  so  that  they  soon  overpowered  the  young 
wheat ;  and  now  the  harvest-men  do  not  so  much 
as  think  of  taking  the  sickle  into  that  corner.  The 
warning  of  truth — the  word  of  salvation,  has  been 
pressed  upon  many  a  person  who  has  not  seemed 

unmindful  of  the  subject;  but  then  the  love  of 
pleasure — the  desire  of  gain — the  things  of  this 
world — the  troubles  which  vex  the  heart ;  some,  or 
all  of  these,  have  got  hold  of  the  thoughts  and 
affections — religion  will  not  flourish — there  is  not 
time  for  it — Christ  is  less  important  to  such  a  heart 
than  the  thing  their  thoughts  run  on  ;  and  so  there 
will  be  nothing  to  gather  when  the  end  comes. 

But  the  full  ears  of  the  rest  of  the  field,  and  the 
heavy  sheaves  which  bear  each  other  up,  tell  a  dif- 
ferent tale,  and  give  rise  to  far  other  feelings  in  the 
Christian.  What  a  rich  return  for  the  little  seed  put 
into  the  ground  !  What  a  store  of  comfort  and  joy 
results  from  a  faithful  attention  to  the  word  of  God  ! 
The  blessings  of  an  humbled  heart  instead  of  the 
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curse  of  pride  : — a  sure  confidence  in  the  atonement 
of  Christ  instead  of  a  false  and  unsteady  dependance 
upon  what  we  think  may  be  good  or  excusable  in 
ourselves  : — a  hope  full  of  immortality  instead  of  a 
hope  full  of  foolishness.  The  word  of  God,  effec- 
tually received  into  the  heart,  brings  forth  a  harvest 
of  desires  which  are  really  good,  because  they  are 
the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  us ;  aad,  with 
such  a  harvest,  the  heart  rejoices  in  carrying  out 
these  desires  into  actively  good  works.  This  is  the 
harvest  to  be  gathered  in  by  those  who  receive  the 
word  of  God  in  an  honest  and  faithful  heart :  when 
they  read  it  in  the  Bible,  or  hear  it  set  forth  by 
Christ's  Ministers.  This  is  the  view  in  which  those 
particular  portions  of  God's  word  mentioned  above, 
enables  us  to  look  at  the  picture  which  the  harvest 
of  corn  presents  to  us.  Now  the  question  is,  are 
you,  Reader,  able  to  see  these  things  in  the  picture 
which  the  Harvest  places  before  you  ?  Does  the 
light  of  God's  word  suggest  such  thoughts  to  your 
mind  ?  And  then,  what  portion  of  the  field  presents 
a  picture  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have  yourself 
received  the  word  of  God. 

II.  Let  a  change  come  over  the  thoughts,  and 
while  you  look  on  the  beautiful  harvest  scene  let 
another  lamp  be  taken  from  God's  Scripture  light, 
and  it  will  shew  the  picture  in  a  different  point  of 
view.  Let  this  second  light  be  taken  from  Matthew 
xiii.  24 — 30  and  36 — 43.  Immediately  the  bending 
stalks  and  the  still  sheaves  represent  to  the  mind  the 
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souls  of  men  and  women ;  but  of  those  only  who 
belong  to  Christ,  in  the  midst  of  this  perverse  and 
ungodly  world  :  while  the  state  of  those  multitudes, 
who  are  pictured  by  the  false  wheat — the  zizan — the 
tares — make  the  heart  sad,  and  make  it  tremble  too. 
Reader,  while  you  look  at  the  harvest,  with  the 
thoughts  suggested  by  this  word  of  God,  what  does 
it  say  to  you?  Does  it  not  bid  you  ask  yourself 
whether  you  are  pictured  by  the  true  wheat,  or 
whether  it  shall  be  found  at  last  that  you  are  a 
worthless  professor  only  :  not  fit  for  the  householder's 
garner  in  the  great  harvest  which  is  coming?  Bring 
in  an  additional  lamp,  and  shed  its  divine  light  upon 
the  picture  in  this  point  of  view.  Take  that  portion 
of  the  Revelation,  xiv.  14 — 20,  —the  harvest  of  the 
earth  is  ripe — the  Lord  is  at  hand  :  it  may  be  that 
the  angel  is  just  about  to  thrust  in  his  sharp  sickle 
which  will  cut  you  off  from  the  earth.  Are  you 
ready  ?  Are  you  to  be  one  of  those  laid  by  in  the 
bundles  for  burning,  or  gathered  to  be  preserved  ? 
Bring  forward  yet  other  "  lamps"  of  Scripture,  by 
which  the  objects  may  be  observed  still  more  par- 
ticularly, and  cast  your  eye  forward  to  that  barn  in 
the  distance,  with  its  broad  open  doors,  open  so  that 
you  may  see  the  labourers  already  threshing  on  the 
floor,  and  others  winnowing  on  another  floor.  What 
thoughts  do  these  things  suggest  when  seen  by  the 
light  of  Luke  xvii.  31,  32.  Matt.  iii.  12.  Luke  iii. 
17.  Psalm  i.  4?  The  threshing  must  take  place — 
the  winnowing — the  sifting ;  nothing  but  real  wheat 
will  be  kept,  though  not  one  grain  of  that  will  be 
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lost  (Amos  ix.  9.)  Christ  will  thoroughly  purge 
his  threshing-floor.  Every  professor  must  be  sifted; 
the  chaff — all  the  chaff,  will  be  separated  and  con- 
sumed, burnt  up,  and  blown  away — Is  your  faith 
tried  ?  How  do  you  bear  the  sifting?  Are  you  but 
chaff?  Is  your  religion  but  husks — all  outside, 
without  any  solid  nourishment  in  it. 

III.  When  you  have  looked  again  and  again  on 
the  harvest-field  to  profit  by  those  points  of  view 
already  shewn,  let  another  dioramic  change  come 
over  it.  Take  another  set  of  lamps  out  of  God's 
store-house  for  light — the  Bible.  Look  at  the  corn- 
fields in  the  point  of  view  in  which  they  are  shewn 
by  1  Corinthians  xv.  34 — 45,  and  John  xii.  24.  A 
few  months  ago  a  little  grain  was  thrown  into  the 
earth — "  It  may  chance  of  wheat  or  of  some  other 
grain;"  there  it  died  and  went  to  corruption;  but 
out  of  it  has  sprung  up  a  richer  stock,  of  the  same 
kind  of  body  as  God  has  pleased  to  give  to  each 
seed.  Here  you  have  a  picture  of  what  is  to  happen 
to  your  own  body,  and  a  token  to  comfort  you  con- 
cerning your  friends  already  laid  in  the  earth ;  if 
they  died  in  Christ; — their  corrupt  bodies  shall  be 
fashioned  like  unto  Christ's  glorious  body ;  just  as 
the  new  wheat  has  been  fashioned  ouf  ot  the  wheat 
which  was  buried  last  autumn.  This  view  of  the 
harvest  picture  is  full  of  brightness  and  blessing  : 
but  while  we  look  at  it,  how  can  we  forget  to  ask 
ourselves — am  I  living  in  Christ,  that  when  He  shall 
come  I  may  rise    like   the  wheat  into  his  glorious 
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body  ?    Remember,  it  is  only  "  they  that  are  Christ's 
at  his  coming"  (1    Cor.  xv.  23),  who  can  have  any 

hope  of  the  blessedness  of  that  resurrection  of  the 

body  which  is  pictured  by  the  wheat. 

IV.  Yet  another  change. — Another  line  of  Scrip- 
ture lights  may  be  placed  before  the  harvest-scene  : 
and  when  we  see  the  ripe  fields  through  the  thoughts 
suggested  by  Matthew  ix.  38,  Luke  x.  2,  and  John 
iv.  35,  the  christian  is  filled  with  earnest  compassion, 
and  is  urged  to  active  duty,  on  behalf  of  those  who 
are  lying  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death, 
having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world. 
(Eph.  ii.  12.)  There  are  multitudes  perishing  for 
lack  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ :  these  are  called  a 
harvest.  You  have  only  to  lift  up  your  eyes — only 
to  ask  for  information  about  the  heathen  nations, 
and  you  will  find  the  fields  of  souls  white  already  to 
harvest — ready  to  be  gathered  in — ripe  to  receive 
knowledge:  a  plenteous  harvest  indeed,  but  the 
labourers  are  few.  While  you  see  the  natural 
harvest  gathering  in,  and  all  the  sturdy  villagers 
and  their  wives  speedily  walking  over  acre  after 
acre,  and  field  after  field ;  every  sweep  of  the  sickle 
and  every  binding  of  a  sheaf,  ought  to  echo  on  the 
christian's  heart  that  command  of  the  Lord  Jesus — 
"  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he 
will  send  forth  labourers  into  His  harvest." 

He  must  have  a  thankless  heart,  and  a  dull  mind, 
who  can  see  the  face  of  the  earth  in  harvest-time 
without  noticing  the  proofs  of  God's,  goodness  with 
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which  every  field  abounds :  but  to  the  sye  of  a 
christian  whose  path  is  enlightened  by  the  light  of 
God's  word,  the  harvest  season  presents  a  perpetuaU 
diorama ;  and  the  beautiful  picture  suggests  to  his 
n>ind  a  constant  variety  of  heavenly  thoughts ;  all 
of  which  teach  him  to  give  glory  to  Christ,  and  to 
"  prepare  to  meet  his  God." 


